W rHEREAS 1998 marked a turning point in the history of SCAR, with the incorporation of the Radiology Information System Consortium (RISC) and the Society of Computer Application in Radiology (SCAR) into a single society, I feel that 1999 also will prove to be a milestone in the history of our organization. A planning retreat, hosted by the Board of Directors of SCAR, was held in Atlanta in February, and resulted in a fundamental restructuring of the organization of SCAR, as well as an in-depth evaluation of the needs of our members and the future direction of the Society.
During the retreat, exhaustive discussion and dialogue took place, aimed at defining the true goals and objectives of SCAR, and at making the organization more "user friendly" and more beneficial to the membership. Various new committees were proposed, with the aim to provide better liaison with the membership, and also to provide additional services to our members, whether corporate, institutional, or individual. The proposed committees are:
9 Membership and Marketing Committee (existing, but modified) 9 Research and Development Committee (new) 9 Member Services Committee (new) 9 Publication and Education Committee (new) 9 Program Committee (existing) 9 Finance and Administration Committee (new) Du¡ the membership committee meeting, held during the SCAR annual meeting in Houston, the membership endorsed this concept unanimously. It is hoped and intended that these committees not only will represent the Board and "senior" membership of SCAR but also will include active and enthusiastic participants from the general membership.
I believe that two of these committees need particular recognition. The Member Services Committee will be responsible for coordinating services to members, implementing new services, developing collaborative relationships with vendors, providing input to vendors on products, and ensuring that SCAR meets the needs of its corporate members. It also will be involved with the "experts hotline," which has proved a great success, and in developing databases for PACS sites, DICOM interfaces, PACS consultants, etc.
The Research and Development Committee will be responsible for studying and evaluating new computer applications in radiology and developing recommendations and policies regarding such new computer applications. It also will supervise SCARsponsored research activities. It is hoped that, in light of the strengthening financial structure of SCAR, a research fund will be established that provides for research grants to board-sponsored activities. In this manner, the board hopes to stimulate bona fide research in computer applications, and to provide funding at least for promising pilot studies.
I believe that with the new structure and direction of SCAR, we can anticipate a substantial step forward in the exciting and developing world of computer applications in radiology. The growth of our society, and the increasing recognition of our annual meeting, both nationally and internationally, ate exciting and well-deserved developments. I believe that the reorganization of SCAR itself will establish a firm springboard for future progress.
